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PICTURE CONVERT APPARATUS 



BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 
FIELD OF THE INVENTION 

The present invention relates to an image display unit 
which displays a picture data with an aspect ratio of 16:9 
by a letter box display, a system, and a method. 

As a picture signal (picture data) contained in a High 
Definition Television (HDTV) and a Digital Versatile Disc 
(DVD) or the like, there is a picture data in which the ratio 
of width to height (aspect ratio) of the picture is 1 6 : 9 . When 
an image with an aspect ratio of 16 : 9 is displayed on a display 
with an aspect ratio of 4:3 as it is, the image is vertically 
distorted . 

DESCRIPTION OF THE PRIOR ART 

As a conventional system of displaying a picture data 
(signal) with an aspect ratio of 16:9 on a display with an 
aspect ratio of 4:3, there are a pan scanning system and a 
letter box system. In the pan scanning system, both ends of 
a picture are cut off and the picture at the center is displayed 
with an aspect ratio of 4:3. In the letter box system, black 
frames are displayed at the upper and lower parts of a display 
frame, and between the upper and lower black frames, a picture 
data (signal) with an aspect ratio of 16:9 is displayed by 
being contracted. 
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Referring to Fig. 8, a display method according to a 
conventional letter box system will be described. 

In a conventional letter box display, black frames are 
coated (black data is transferred) at the upper and lower 
5 parts of a screen 202 with an aspect ratio of 4:3, and between 
the upper and lower black frames, a picture data (signal) with 
an aspect ratio of 16:9 which is vertically contracted 
(contraction by 3/4) is displayed. Thus, in the conventional 
letter box system, from a picture data (signal) with an aspect 
10 ratio of 16:9, the data in the vertical direction is 

contracted by 3/4 in size, and the display has been performed 
on a display unit together with the upper and lower black 
frames. 

However, this method creates a problem. The reason is 
15 that when a central processing unit (CPU) performing the 
multiprocessing performs all processing, it takes a long time 
for the contraction processing. 

Furthermore, this conventional letter box system 
produces a problem. The reason is that the contraction 
20 processing is performed for each frame, so that the throughput 
of the data may be increased and the load of the central 
processing unit (CPU) may be raised. Accordingly, when the 
speed of the processing such as a decoding processing by a 
software of an MPEG picture data is taken seriously, a high 
25 performance of the central processing unit (CPU) is required. 

Furthermore, a problem is caused. The reason is that 
the scanning conversion processing becomes complex. In the 
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case where an image of a picture data of the interlace scanning 
system (interlaced scanning) is displayed on a display unit 
of the sequential scanning such as a display unit of a PC, 
the scanning conversion processing is required. The 
5 vertical contraction by 3/4 creates a difference in the number 
(of scanning lines) between a first (odd number) field and 
a second (even number) field. 

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 
10 it is an object of the present invention to provide an 

image display unit in which the load of a central processing 
unit (CPU) is small, a system, and a method. In the unit, 
system, and method, a picture data (picture signal) with an 
aspect ratio of 16:9 is displayed by the letter box display. 
15 it is another object of the present invention to provide 

a high speed image display unit, a high speed image display 
system, and a high speed image display method. In the unit, 
system, and method, a picture data (picture signal) with an 
aspect ratio of 16:9 is displayed by the letter box display. 
20 According to one aspect of the present invention, a 

picture convert apparatus is provided which includes: a first 
element which inputs a first picture data and produces a 
second picture data consisting of a first black area, a second 
black area and an area consisting of the reduced number of 
25 lines of the first picture; a second element which enlarges 
the second picture; and a third element which display the 
enlarged picture. 
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According to another aspect of the present invention, 
a picture convert apparatus is provided which includes: a 
first element which produces a first black area; a second 
element which reduces the line number of a picture data to 
5 a predetermined line number; a third element which produces 
a second black area; a fourth element which forms the first 
black area, the reduced numbers of lines and the second black 
area to a frame; a fifth element which enlarge the frame; 
and a sixth element which display the enlarged frame. 

10 According to another aspect of the present invention, 

a method for converting a first picture data to a second 
picture data, is provided which includes: producing a first 
black area; reducing the line number of the first picture data 
to a predetermined line number; producing a second black area; 

15 forming the first black area, the reduced numbers of lines 
and the second black area to a frame; enlarging the frame; 
and displaying the enlarged frame on a display. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 
20 Other features and advantages of the invention will be 

made more apparent by the following detailed description and 
the accompanying drawings, wherein: 

Fig. 1 is a block diagram of an embodiment of the present 
invention; 

25 Fig. 2 is a drawing showing the outline of the processing 

of the letter box display of the present invention; 



Fig. 3 is a drawing showing a flowchart of the scanning 
conversion processing of a letter box conversion unit 2 of 
the present invention; 

Fig. 4 is a drawing showing a flowchart of the scanning 
conversion processing of a letter box conversion unit 2 of 
the present invention; 

Fig. 5 is a block diagram of a second embodiment of the 
present invention; 

Fig. 6 is a drawing showing a flowchart of a picture 
magnification method using the composite processing of a 
letter box conversion unit 2 of the second embodiment of the 
present invention; 

Fig. 7 is a drawing showing a flowchart of a picture 
magnification method using the composite processing of the 
letter box conversion unit 2 of the second embodiment of the 
present invention; and 

Fig. 8 is a drawing showing a conventional letter box 
display . 

In the drawings, the same reference numerals represent 
the same structural elements. 

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE PREFERRED EMBODIMENTS 

A first embodiment of the present invention will be 

described in detail below. 

Referring to Fig. 1, an image display system of the 

present invention comprises an original picture buffer 1, a 



letter box conversion unit 2, a frame data buffer 3, a graphic 
hardware 4, and a display unit 5. 

The original picture buffer 1 is a buffer for storing 
a picture data 11 with an aspect ratio of 16:9. 

The letter box conversion unit 2 thins out by 1/2 the 
data in the vertical direction of the picture data 11 stored 
in the original picture buffer 1. The letter box conversion 
unit 2 comprises a central processing unit. 

Next, the concrete configuration of the letter box 
conversion unit 2 will be described. In the following 
description, the number of lines of the picture data 11 with 
an aspect ratio of 16:9 is set to H (lines) . 

The letter box conversion unit 2 comprises an upper black 
frame data transfer processing element 21, a picture data 
transfer processing element 22, and a lower black frame data 
transfer processing element 23. 

The upper black frame data transfer processing element 
21 newly creates a black frame data of 1/12 x H (lines) 
corresponding to the upper black frame of the letter box 
display from the picture data 11. The upper black frame data 
transfer processing element 21 transfers the created black 
frame data to the frame data buffer 3. 

The picture data transfer processing element 22 thins 
out the number of lines of H (lines) of the picture data 11 
by 1/2. The picture data transfer processing element 22 
transfers the picture data of 1/2 * H (lines) to the frame 
data buffer 3. 



The lower black frame data transfer processing element 
23 newly creates a black frame data of 1/12 x h (lines) 
corresponding to the lower black frame of the letter box 
display. The lower black frame data transfer processing 
element 23 transfers the black frame data to the frame data 
buffer 3. 

The frame data buffer 3 stores the picture data 
transferred from the letter box conversion unit 2. 

The graphic hardware 4 converts the picture data stored 
in the frame data buffer 3 into a signal capable of being 
displayed by the display unit 5. The graphic hardware 4 
converts the' picture data, for example, into an RGB signal. 
The graphic hardware 4 is a graphic hardware comprising an 
auxiliary processing unit. The graphic hardware 4 is, for 
example, a graphics • accelerator . 

The graphic hardware 4 magnifies the picture data stored 
in the frame data buffer 3 3/2 times in the vertical direction 
according to an instruction of the central processing unit 
(letter box conversion unit 2) . The graphic hardware 4 
transmits the magnified picture data to the display unit 5. 

The display unit 5 displays the picture data with an 
aspect ratio of 4:3. The display unit 5 is, for example, a 
monitor of a personal computer. The picture data with an 
aspect ratio of 4:3 is transmitted to the display unit 5 from 
the frame data buffer 3 through the graphic hardware 4. 

Next, the operation of the embodiment will be described. 
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Referring to Fig. 2, a picture data 301 with an aspect 
ratio of 16:9 is displayed on a screen with an aspect ratio 
of 16:9. The picture data 301 is, for example, a picture data 
11 stored in the original picture buffer 1. 
5 A picture data 302 is created by the letter box conversion 

unit 2. The picture data 302 is a data made by contracting 
the picture data 301 by 1/2. Black frames are added above 
and below the picture data 302. The picture data 302 is 
transferred to the frame data buffer 3 by the letter box 
10 conversion unit 2. 

A picture data 303 is created by the graphic hardware 
4 . The picture data 303 is obtained by magnifying the picture 
data 302 3/2 times. As shown in Fig. 2, the picture data 303 
is displayed on a screen with an aspect ratio of 4:3. 
15 Next, the description will be given by using concrete 

numerical values. 

In the following description, a picture data 11 is stored 
in advance in the original picture buffer 1. Furthermore, 
the number of lines (horizontal scanning lines) of the 
20 original picture (picture data 11) is set to H (lines) . 

The picture data 11 outputted from the original picture 
buffer 1 is inputted into the upper black frame data transfer 
processing element 21 of the letter box conversion unit 2. 
The upper black frame data transfer processing element 21 
25 recognizes that the number of lines of the picture data 11 
is H (lines) . The upper black frame data transfer processing 
element 21 creates a black frame data of 1/12 * H (lines) 
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corresponding to the upper black frame of the letter box 
display. The black frame data of 1/12 x H (lines) is 
transferred to the frame data buffer 3 from the upper black 
frame data transfer processing element 21. 
5 On the other hand, the inputted picture data 11 itself 

is not subjected to the data processing in the upper black 
frame data transfer processing element 21, but it is 
transferred to the picture data transfer processing element 
22 . 

10 The picture data transfer processing element 22 

processes the picture data 11 so that the number of lines of 
one frame may be decreased by 1/2. The picture data 11 is 
transferred to the frame data buffer 3 by the picture data 
transfer processing element 22 . For example, in the case when 
15 the picture data 11 is interlace, the picture data transfer 
processing element 22 transfers only a first field (odd number 
field) or a second field (even number field) to the frame data 
buffer 3. Furthermore, in the case when the picture data 11 
is non-interlace, the picture data transfer processing 
20 element 22 transfers every other line of the data of lines 
(horizontal scanning lines) to the frame data buffer 3. 

The picture data transfer processing element 22 
recognizes that the number of lines of the inputted picture 
data 11 is set to H (lines), and it transfers the number of 
25 lines ( H) to the lower black frame data transfer processing 
element 23. 
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The lower black frame data transfer processing element 
23 receives the number of lines (H) transferred from the 
picture data transfer processing element 22 . The lower black 
frame data transfer processing element 23 creates a black 
5 frame data of 1/12 * H (lines) corresponding to the lower black 
frame of the letter box display. The black frame data of 1/12 
x H (lines) is transferred to the frame data buffer 3 from 
the lower black frame data transfer processing element 23. 
As a result of the fact that the data is respectively 
10 transferred from the upper black frame data transfer 

processing element 21, the picture data transfer processing 
element 22, and the lower black frame data transfer processing 
element 23, the frame data buffer 3 receives the frame data 
corresponding to one screen. 
15 The frame data buffer 3 receiving the frame data 

corresponding to one screen stores the frame data as a picture 
data corresponding to one screen. The number of lines of the 
picture data corresponding to one screen is 8/12 * H (lines) . 
Next, the graphic hardware 4 magnifies the picture data 
20 (8/12 x H) stored in the frame data buffer 3 vertically 3/2 
times, and it transmits the data to the display unit 5. The 
picture data magnified vertxcally 3/2 times becomes a picture 
data of the number of lines of H (lines) . In case of making 
a letter box from the data of the number of lines of H, a video 
25 part becomes 3H/4 lines. By the way, the video part means 
the central part excluding the upper and lower black frames 
of the letter box. 
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The display unit 5 performs a display of the picture data 
magnified vertically 3/2 times. As shown in Fig. 2, at the 
stage of displaying a picture data (picture data in which the 
vxdeo part xs only of the number of lines of 1/2 * H (lines) ) 
5 stored xn the frame data buffer 3, the picture data is 

magnified vertically 3/2 times, so that a normal letter box 
display may be implemented. 

Furthermore, as for each of the black frames coated at 
the upper and lower parts, 1/12 * H (lines) which is two thirds 
10 of the normal number of lines of 1/8 x H (lines) is transferred 
to the frame data buffer 3. Thus, by processing the picture 
data 11 for the letter box display according to the present 
invention, the amount of transfer of the picture data to be 
transferred to the frame data buffer 3 is decreased by 2/3 
15 times. Consequently, the throughput required for transfer 
is reduced, and the load of the central processing unit (CPU) 
is decreased. 

in the case where the picture data 11 is compressed by 
the MPEG2 system to be the data of the field structure, the 
20 data of Ixnes of a vertical half can be implemented only by 
the decoding of one field. Therefore, the throughput 
required for the decoding of the data is decreased, so that 
the load of the central processing unit (CPU) can be reduced 
and the reproduction performance can be improved. 
25 Furthermore, in the case when the picture data 11 is a 

prcture of the xnterlace scanning system and the display is 
performed on a dxsplay (such as a dxsplay of a PC) of the 
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sequential system, the scanning conversion processing for 
converting the interlace scanning into the sequential 
scanning has previously been required for preventing the 
degradation of the picture quality. In the method according 
5 to the present invention, since only the data of a vertical 
half is used, it is sufficient to use only the odd number field 
(data of odd number lines) or only the even number field (data 
of even number lines) in two fields of the interlace. 
Therefore, any time gap of the data between the fields 

10 (between the odd number line and the even number line) does 
not occur. Accordingly, the scanning conversion processing 
is unnecessary, so that the reproduction performance can 
further be improved. 

Next, the scanning conversion processing of the letter 

15 box conversion unit 2 in the present embodiment will be more 
particularly described. A pointer a is a pointer of the 
original picture buffer 1. A pointer b is a pointer of the 
frame data buffer 3. 

Referring to Fig. 3 and Fig. 4, the letter box conversion 

20 unit 2 starts the scanning conversion processing of the letter 
box display (step Sll) , and it moves the pointer a. to the head 
of the original picture buffer 1 (step S12) . At the step S13, 
the letter box conversion unit 2 moves the pointer b_ to the 
head of the frame data buffer 3. The letter box conversion 

25 unit 2 moves the pointer h to the head of the line (step S14) . 

At the step S15, the upper black frame data transfer 
processing element 21 transfers the black data to the picture 
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element of the frame data buffer 3 shown by the pointer b. 
The letter box conversion unit 2 moves the pointer h to the 
picture element adjacent to the present picture element (step 
S16) . 

5 At the step S17, the upper black frame data transfer 

processing element 21 judges whether the processing (transfer 
of the black data) corresponding to one line has ended or not. 
In the case when the processing corresponding to one line has 
not ended, the upper black frame data transfer processing 
10 element 21 moves to the processing of the step S15. 

As a result of the judgment of the step S17, in the case 
when the processing (transfer of the black data) 
corresponding to one line has ended, the upper black frame 
data transfer processing element 21 moves the pointer b_ to 
15 the head of the next line (step S18) - 

At the step S19, the upper black frame data transfer 
processing element 21 judges whether the transfer of the black 
data corresponding to 1/12 x h lines has ended or not. In 
the case when the transfer of the black data corresponding 
20 to 1/12 x H lines has not ended, the upper black frame data 
transfer processing element 21 moves to the processing of the 
step S15. 

As a result of the judgment of the step S19, in the case 
when the transfer of the black data corresponding to 1/12 * 
25 H lines has ended, the letter box conversion unit 2 moves both 
the pointer a of the original picture buffer 1 and the pointer 
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b of the frame data buffer 3 to the heads of the lines, 
respectively (step S20) . 

At the step S21, the picture data transfer processing 
element 22 transfers the data shown by the pointer a of the 
5 original picture buffer 1 to the picture element shown by the 
pointer b of the frame data buffer 3. The picture data 
transfer processing element 22 respectively moves the pointer 
a of the original picture buffer 1 and the pointer b of the 
frame data buffer 3 to the adjacent picture elements (step 
10 S22) . 

At the step S23, the picture data transfer processing 
element 22 judges whether the processing (transfer of the data 
shown by the pointer a of the original picture buffer 1 to 
the picture element shown by the pointer b of the frame data 
15 buffer 3) corresponding to one line has ended or not. In the 
case when the processing corresponding to one line has not 
ended, the picture data transfer processing element 22 moves 
to the processing of the step S21. 

As a result of the judgment of the step S23, in the case 
20 when the processing corresponding to one line has ended, the 
picture data transfer processing element 22 moves the pointer 
a of the original picture buffer 1 to the next but one line 
of the present line (step S24). 

At the step S25, the pointer h of the frame data buffer 
25 3 is moved to the next line. 

At the step S26, the picture data transfer processing 
element 22 judges whether the processing corresponding to one 
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frame of the original picture buffer 1 has ended or not. In 
the case when the processing corresponding to one frame has 
not ended, the picture data transfer processing element 22 
moves to the processing of the step S21. 
5 As a result of the judgment of the step S26, in the case 

when the processing corresponding to one frame has ended, the 
picture data transfer processing element 22 moves the pointer 
b of the frame data buffer 3 to the head of the line (step 
S27) . 

10 At the step S28, the lower black frame data transfer 

processing element 23 transfers the black data to the picture 
element of the frame data buffer 3 shown by the pointer b. 
The lower black frame data transfer processing element 23 
moves the pointer b to the picture element adjacent to the 
15 present picture element (step S29) . 

At the step S30, the lower black frame data transfer 
processing element 23 judges whether the processing (transfer 
of the black data) corresponding to one line has ended or not. 
In the case when the processing corresponding to one line has 
20 not ended, the lower black frame data transfer processing 
element 23 moves to the processing of the step S28. 

As a result of the judgment of the step S30, in the case 
when the processing (transfer of the black data) 
corresponding to one line has ended, the lower black frame 
25 data transfer processing element 23 moves the pointer b to 
the head of the next line (step S31) . 
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At the step S32, the lower black frame data transfer 
processing element 23 judges whether the transfer of the black 
data corresponding to 1/12 * H lines has ended or not. In 
the case when the transfer of the black data corresponding 
5 to 1/12 x H lines has not ended, the lower black frame data 
transfer processing element 23 moves to the processing of the 
step S28. 

As a result of the judgment of the step S32, in the case 
when the transfer of the black data corresponding to 1/12 * 
10 H lines has ended, the letter box conversion unit 2 makes the 
graphic hardware 4 magnify the data transferred by the above 
processing to the frame data buffer 3 vertically 3/2 times, 
and it makes the display unit 5 display the data (step S33) . 
At the step S34, the letter box conversion unit 2 judges 
15 whether the display processing has ended (for example, in the 
case where all picture data of the original picture buffer 
1 is displayed) or not. In the case when the display 
processing has not ended, the letter box conversion unit 2 
moves to the processing of the step S12 . 
20 As a result of the judgment of the step S34, in the case 

when the display processing has ended, the letter box 
conversion unit 2 ends the processing (step S35) . 

Next, a second embodiment of the present invention will 
be described. 

25 m the present embodiment, means is proposed, in which 

the load of the central processing unit (CPU) is further 
decreased to improve the reproduction performance in the 
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letter box display of the first embodiment. By the way, when 
other embodiments are described, the description of the parts 
similar to those of the present embodiment will be omitted, 
and the different parts will be described. 
5 Referring to Fig. 5, an image display system of the 

present embodiment comprises an original picture buffer 1 
which stores a picture signal with an aspect ratio of 16:9, 
a letter box conversion unit 20 which converts the picture 
data into the letter box format, a frame data buffer 3 which 
10 stores the picture data to be displayed, a graphic hardware 
4 which magnifies the picture data vertically 3/2 times, and 
a display unit 5 which actually displays the picture. 

The original picture buff er 1 stores an aspect ratio 16:9 
picture data 11 with an aspect ratio of 16:9. 
15 Similarly to the first embodiment, the letter box 

conversion unit 20 comprises an upper black frame data 
transfer processing element 210 which transfers the data of 
a black frame on the upper side, a picture data transfer 
processing element 220 which transfers the data of an original 
20 picture at the center, and a lower black frame data transfer 
processing element 230 which transfers the data of a black 
frame on the lower side. The letter box conversion unit 2 
comprises a reproduction start judgment processing element 
240 which judges that the frame is a reproduction start frame. 
25 Next, the operation of the present embodiment will be 

described . 
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The data of the black of the upper and lower frames and 
the picture data at the center are transferred to the frame 
data buffer 3 for each frame. The data of the black of the 
upper and lower parts does not change during the reproduction, 
5 but it displays the black at all times. Accordingly, as for 
the parts of the upper and lower frames of the frame data buffer 
3, it is sufficient to transfer the data of the black only 
at the time of reproduction start. The reproduction start 
judgment processing element 240 judges whether the frame is 
10 a reproduction start frame. In the case when the frame is 
a reproduction start frame, the letter box conversion unit 
20 transfers the data of the black of the upper and lower frames 
and the picture data at the center to the frame data buffer 
3. As a result of the judgment in the reproduction start 
15 judgment processing element 240, in the case when the frame 
is not a reproduction start frame, the letter box conversion 
unit 20 transfers only the picture data at the center to the 
frame data buffer 3. 

In the case when the frame data buffer 3 has a plurality 
20 of pieces of frame buffers, it transfers the black to the 
frames corresponding to the number of pieces of the frame data 
buffers at the time of reproduction start, and after that, 
it transfers only the picture data at the center. 

Next, by referring to Fig. 6 and Fig. 7, a flowchart of 
25 the picture magnification method using the composite 

processing of the letter box conversion unit 2 in the present 
embodiment will be described. 
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The letter box conversion unit 2 starts the display of 
a picture by the composite processing (step S51) . At the step 
S52, the reproduction start judgment processing element 240 
judges whether the frame to be processed from now is a 
5 reproduction start frame (first frame to be reproduced) or 
not . 

As a result of the judgment of the step S52, in the case 
where the frame to be processed from now is not a reproduction 
start frame, the reproduction start judgment processing 
10 element 240 advances the pointer b of the frame data buffer 
3 by an amount corresponding to 1/12 x h lines (step S53) , 
and it moves to the step S62 to be described later. 

As a result of the judgment of the step S52, in the case 
where the frame to be processed from now is a reproduction 
15 start frame,- the reproduction start judgment processing 

element 240 moves the pointer a to the head of the original 
picture buffer 1 (step S54) . 

At the step S55, the reproduction start judgment 
processing element 240 moves the pointer b to the head of the 
20 frame data buffer 3. The reproduction start judgment 

processing element 240 moves the pointer h to the head of the 
line (step S56) . 

At the step S57, the upper black frame data transfer 
processing element 210 transfers the black data to the picture 
25 element of the frame data buffer 3 shown by the pointer b. 
The upper black frame data transfer processing element 210 
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moves the pointer b to the picture element adjacent to the 
present picture element (step S58) . 

At the step S59, the upper black frame data transfer 
processing element 210 judges whether the processing 
5 (transfer of the black data) corresponding to one line has 
ended or not . In the case where the processing corresponding 
to one line has not ended, the upper black frame data transfer 
processing element 210 moves to the processing of the step 
S57. 

10 As a result of the judgment of the step S59, in the case 

where the processing (transfer of the black data) 
corresponding to one line has ended, the upper black frame 
data transfer processing element 210 moves the pointer b to 
the head of the next line (step S60) . 
15 At the step S61, the upper black frame data transfer 

processing element 210 judges whether the transfer of the 
black data corresponding to 1/12 x H lines has ended or not. 
in the case where the transfer of the black data corresponding 
to 1/12 x H lines has not ended, the upper black frame data 
20 transfer processing element 210 moves to the processing of 
the step S57. 

As a result of the judgment of the step S61, in the case 
where the transfer of the black data corresponding to 1/12 
x h lines has ended, the upper black frame data transfer 
25 processing element 210 moves both the pointer a of the 

original pxcture buffer 1 and the pointer h of the frame data 
buffer 3 respectively to the heads of the lines (step S62) . 
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At the step S63, the picture data transfer processing 
element 220 transfers the data shown by the pointer a of the 
original picture buffer 1 to the picture element shown by the 
pointer h of the frame data buffer 3. The picture data 
5 transfer processing element 220 moves the pointer a of the 
original picture buffer 1 and the pointer b of the frame data 
buffer 3 respectively to the picture elements adjacent to the 
present picture elements (step S64) . 

At the step S65, the processing (transfer of the data 
10 shown by the pointer a of the original picture buffer 1 to 
the picture element shown by the pointer h of the frame data 
buffer 3) corresponding to one line has ended or not. In the 
case where the processing corresponding to one line has not 
ended, the picture data transfer processing element 220 moves 
15 to the processing of the step S63. 

As a result of the judgment of the step S65, in the case 
where the processing corresponding to one line has ended, the 
picture data transfer processing element 220 moves the 
pointer a of the original picture buffer 1 to the next but 
20 one line of the present line (step S66) . At the step S67, 
the picture data transfer processing element 220 moves the 
pointer h of the frame data buffer 3 to the next line. 

At the step S68, whether the processing corresponding 
to one frame of the original picture buffer 1 has ended or 
25 not is judged. In the case where the processing corresponding 
to one frame has not ended, the picture data transfer 
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processing element 220 moves to the processing of the step 
S63. 

Next, the reproduction start judgment processing 
element 240 judges whether the frame to be processed from now 
is a reproduction start frame (first frame to be reproduced) 
or not (step S69) . 

As a result of the judgment of the step S69, in the case 
where the frame to be processed from now is not a reproduction 
start frame, the reproduction start judgment processing 
element 240 moves to the processing of the step S76 to be 
described later. 

As a result of the. judgment of the step S69, in the case 
where the frame to be processed from now is a reproduction 
start frame, the reproduction start judgment processing 
element 240 moves the pointer b of the frame data buffer 3 
to the head of the next line (step S70) . 

At the step S71, the lower black frame data transfer 
processing element 230 transfers the black data to the picture 
element of the frame data buffer 3 shown by the pointer b. 
The lower black frame data transfer processing element 230 
moves the pointer b to the picture element adjacent to the 
present picture element (step S72) . 

At the step S73, the lower black frame data transfer 
processing element 230 judges whether the processing 
(transfer of the black data) corresponding to one line has 
ended or not". In the case where the processing corresponding 
to one line has not ended, the lower black frame data transfer 
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processing element 230 moves to the processing of the step 
S71. 

As a result of the judgment of the step S73, in the case 
where the processing (transfer of the black data) 
5 corresponding to one line has ended, the lower black frame 
data transfer processing element 230 moves the pointer b to 
the head of the next line (step S74) . 

At the step S75, the lower black frame data transfer 
processing element 230 judges whether the transfer of the 
10 black data corresponding to 1/12 x h lines has ended or not. 
In the case where the transfer of the black data corresponding 
to 1/12 x H lines has not ended, the lower black frame data 
transfer processing element 230 moves to the processing of 
the step S71. 

15 as a result of the judgment of the step S75, in the case 

where the transfer of the black data corresponding to 1/12 
x H lines has ended, the letter box conversion unit 20 makes 
the graphic hardware 4 magnify the data transferred by the 
above processing to the frame data buffer 3 vertically 3/2 

20 times, and makes the display unit 5 display the data (step 
S76) . 

At the step S77, the letter box conversion unit 20 judges 
whether the display processing has ended (for example, in the 
case where all picture data of the original picture buffer 
1 is displayed) or not. In the case where the display 
processing has not ended, the letter box conversion unit 20 
moves to the processing of the step S52. 



25 
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As a result of the judgment of the step S77, in the case 
where the display processing has ended, the letter box 
conversion unit 20 ends the processing (step S78). 

Thus, in the present embodiment, the transfer of the data 
5 of the upper and lower black frame parts is omitted, and 
therefore, in the case when the processing is performed by 
a software, the load of the central processing unit (CPU) is 
reduced so that the reproduction performance may be improved. 
As described above, in the image display unit, system, 
10 or method of the present invention, the letter box display 
is performed not by the contraction of the data of one frame 
but by the magnification of the picture data (signal) of the 
lines of a vertical half. The amount of the data transfer 
is reduced and the load of the central processing unit (CPU) 
15 is decreased. According to the present invention, the letter 
box display can be performed at a high speed. 

According to the image display unit, system, and method 
of the present invention, in the case when the data of the 
interlace scanning is displayed on a display of the sequential 
20 scanning, the scanning conversion processing is unnecessary . 
The reason is that in the case of a picture signal of the 
interlace scanning, the data of a vertical half is configured 
by the data of a first field and therefore, it is sufficient 
to use only the data of a first field and it is unnecessary 
25 to simultaneously display the data of different fields. 

According to the image display unit, system, and method 
of the present invention, in the case where the original 
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picture is compressed by the field structure of the MPEG2 
system, the display can be performed by the decoding 
processing of only one field. The reason is that the picture 
data of a vertical half can be obtained only by the decoding 
5 of one field. 

While this invention has been described in conjunction 
with the preferred embodiments described above, it will now 
be possible for those skilled in the art to put this invention 
into practice in various other manners. 
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WHAT IS CLAIMED IS: 

1. A picture convert apparatus comprising: 

a first element which inputs a first picture" data and 
produces a second picture data consisting of a first black 
5 area, a second black area and an area consisting of the reduced 
number of lines of said first picture; 

a second element which enlarges said second picture; 

and 

a third element which display said enlarged picture. 

2. The picture convert apparatus as claimed in claim 1, 
wherein said first element reduces the line number of said 
first picture data to a half. 

3. The picture convert apparatus as claimed in claim 1, 
wherein said first element picks every other lines of the 
lines of said first picture. 

4. The picture convert apparatus as claimed in claim 1, 
wherein said second element enlarges said second picture so 
that the size of said second picture becomes the same size 
as the size of said first picture data. 
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5. The picture convert apparatus as claimed in claim 1, 
wherein said first picture data has a aspect ratio 16:9 and 
said second picture data has a aspect ratio 4:3. 

6. The picture convert apparatus as claimed in claim 1, 
wherein said first element produces said second picture data 
by using one field out of two of said first picture data when 
said first picture data is compressed by a MPEG2 format. 

7. The picture convert apparatus as claimed in claim 1, 
wherein said first element produces said second picture data 
by using one field out of two of said first picture data when 
said first picture data is an interlace scanning format. 

8. A picture convert apparatus comprising: 

a first element which produces a first black area; 

a second element which reduces the line number of a 
picture data to a predetermined line number; 

a third element which produces a second black area; 

a fourth element which forms said first black area, 
said reduced numbers of lines and said second black area to 
a frame; 

a fifth element which enlarge said frame; and 

a sixth element which display said enlarged frame. 
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9. The picture convert apparatus as claimed in claim 8, 
wherein said second element reduces said line number of said 
picture data to a half. 

10. The picture convert apparatus as claimed in claim 8, 
wherein said second element picks every other lines of the 
lines of said picture data. 

11. The picture convert apparatus as claimed in claim 8, 
wherein said second element enlarges said frame so that the 
size of said frame becomes the same size as the size of said 
picture data. 

12. The picture convert apparatus as claimed in claim 8, 
wherein said first and third element produces said first and 
second black area, respectively, when the present frame is 
a start frame. 

13. The picture convert apparatus as claimed in claim 12, 
further comprising a seventh element which determines 
whether or not the present frame is a start frame. 

14. The picture convert apparatus as claimed in claim 8, 
wherein said fourth element forms said frame by using said 
reduced numbers of lines of each picture data and said first 
and second black area of a start frame unless the present 
frame is said start frame. 



- 29 - 



15. A method for converting a first picture data to a 
second picture data, comprising: 

producing a first black area; 

reducing the line number of said first picture data 
5 to a predetermined line number; 

producing a second black area; 
forming said first black area, said reduced numbers of 
lines and said second black area to a frame; 
enlarging said frame; and 
10 displaying said enlarged frame on a display. 

16. The method as claimed in claim 15, wherein said line 
number of said first picture data is reduced to a half during 
said reducing step. 

17 . The method as claimed in claim 15, wherein every other 
lines of said first picture is picked from the lines of said 
first picture during said reducing step. 

18. The method as claimed in claim 15, wherein said first 
and second black area is produced when the present frame is 
a start frame. 

19. The picture convert apparatus as claimed in claim 15, 
wherein said first picture data has a aspect ratio 16:9 and 
said second picture data has a aspect ratio 4:3. 
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ABSTRACT 

A picture convert apparatus of the present invention 
includes a first element which inputs a first picture data 
and produces a second picture data consisting of a first black 
area, a second black area and an area consisting of the reduced 
number of lines of the first picture; a second element which 
enlarges the second picture; and a third element which 
display the enlarged picture. A method of the present 
invention for converting a first picture data to a second 
picture data, includes: producing a first black area; 
reducing the line number of the first picture data to a 
predetermined line number; producing a second black area; 
forming the first black area, the reduced numbers of lines 
and the second black area to a frame; enlarging the frame ; 
and displaying the enlarged frame on a display. 
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